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ABSTRACT

The present paper describes an Online Knowledge Self-Test Software with facility for Web
integration and being portable across a wide range of Operating System and Hardware
infrastructure. The objective of the software is to project a set of questions on the computer
screen ( drawn randomly from a pre designed Knowiedge Data base related to various
dimensions of AIDS Awareness ) in a given Knowledge-Test session to be undertaken by the
target audience and requiring them to choose the correct alternative out of several
alternatives to those questions. Even the sequence of answers to a given question in different
sessions is also randomized for eliminating superficial familiarity with the question itself. The
participant can undertake multiple sessions over a period of time at his own will under an
assumed user name and password. The scores of individual session and the correct answers to
the question are displayed at the end of the session as a motivational input for the participants
to try for higher score and in the process increasing their AIDS Awareness. Since the sessions
take place under total privacy and in a non-judgmental environment a participant tends to give
his natural response and is inclined to take such a test more often. The software also has the
capability to be directly uploaded to the World Wide Web. The questions related to AIDS
Awareness are chosen carefully and intelligently by a professional of medical fraternity and
moderated by the existing psycho-social determinants and specific cultural sensitivity.
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BACKGROUND

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has seen tremendous unprecedented growth
in the last decade. Its impact has been felt in almost all sectors. But the impact of ICT on health
care is lagging behind in developing countries. Using information and communications
technology (ICT) to promote HIV/AIDS education and prevention activities has been’
institutionalized in the Western world. The present project was a pilot intervention to explore the
impact of using ICT for HIV/AIDS education.

HIV/AIDS AND ICT

In its recent report, the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), has emphasized
the continuing need for HIV/AIDS educational prevention activities In India targeted specifically
for the young people who are not yet affected. Several studies have highlighted on the use of
ICT to combat HIV/AIDS. The use of information and communications technologies (ICT)
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